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find conventionality, meanness, and complacency
among them ; when he is brought into contact
with bagmen, he will find bagmen of sincerity,
directness, and delicacy, while he will also find
pompous, complacent, and conventional bag-
men.
Of course the special circumstances of any life
tend to develop certain innate faults of character
into prominence ; but it may safely be said that
circumstances never develop a fault that is not
naturally there ; and, not to travel far for in-
stances, I will only say that one of the most
unaffected and humble-minded persons I have
ever met was a duke, while one of the proudest
and most affected Pharisees I ever encountered
was a servant. It all depends upon a conscious-
ness of values, a sense of proportion ; the only
way in which wealth and poverty, rank and in-
significance, can affect a life, is in a certain
degree of personal comfort ; and it is one of
the most elementary lessons that one can learn,
that it is not either wealth or poverty that can
confer even comfort, but the sound constitution
and the contented mind.
What   I  would  here  plead is that the artistic
sense, of   which   I   have spoken, should  be   de-